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Intelligence  Civieion,  Hq  MATS, 
Andrews  A?  Base,  'Washington  25 » D.  C 


24  Septeaber  1952 


D,  P.  Hamerlund,  Major,  U3A? 


USAP  PUot 


1.  ti  pilot  report  of  an  unusual  nature  involving  pher.oraena  observed  by 
cre«  r.«?«bers  of  a B-29  while  on  a flight. 24.  Septer.ber, 1952  .«outh  of  ^Charleston, 

W.  Vi,,  was  received  by  Detachaent  7,  4th  Weather  Group,  Orifflss  Air  Force 

Pase,  licme,  New  Yr-rk,  The  nuriber  and  hone  station  cf  the  aircraft  ind  the  nazies 
ani  organization  af  the  crew  nwrabers  were  not  included  in  the  report  forwar^ied  to 
Hq  Air  Weather  Service  ind  sent  from  that  headquarters  to  Hq  MATS, 

2.  The  report.  !e  is  CoUowst 

a.  Date:  24  leptenber  1952 

b.  Tlasi 

c.  Location:  50  miles  due  south  of  Charleston,  ><est  Virginia 

Typs  of  iii-crsftj  B-29 
Indleateii  Altliudet  19»000  feet 
Altimeter  letting:  30,26  inches  (Hg) 

Indicated  Airspeed:  190  loiott 

Hemaidcst  TN*  aircraft  was  on  a track  of  350  degrees  toward 
• Charleston,  West  VlrgLUa.  when  100  miles  south  of  that  city  aenbers  of 
' the  crew  observed  bri;ht,  metallic -appearing  oartieles  streaming  past  the 
aircraft.  The  particles  wera  vlaible  free:  all  ooaervatioo  points  in  the 
plane  and  were  observed  by  all  crew  msn^re.  The  partiolee  appeared  to  be  ^ 

pencil-point  in  width  and  in  length  fron  a ti^  to  a streak 

oval  tiiiee  fMt  iuugf  ' Ihiee  flashes  and  streaks  wei^  i^elbl#  tm'^eon- 
siderable ’disteMe  approaohii^  the  plane  and  at  a distance  of  30  to  100 
feet  to  the  sides  of  the  pl«ie.  Nothing  was  observed  to  hit  the  plane  (wing 
edges,  windehlelde,  props,  or  plane  surface)  but  flowed  asoothly  past  the 
plane.  Scanners  could  see  tbs  partiolee  la  the  slipatreaa  and  to  the  rear* 
of  the  plane.  It  was  agreed  that  the  streaks  were  in  the  form  of  a brl^t, 
whits  light  and  ae  epsotrum  was  observed  at  any  time.  There  was  no  turbulence 
and  no  condeneation  trails.  The  indicated  free  air  temperature  was  -10«0%, 
eorreetad  for  altitude  to  -6.0^.  There  were  no  clouds  eneountared  but  cirrus 
”5fl-clo'Mis  were  rlsibls-in  the  iij^.inee,  botn  lo  *■>«  -j-ijt.  ir.d  wsn  of  fli«t 
. It  ->n  dsilaatea  .22. 'XO  fast  ^ro  aw  laast  10  tc  15  milas  from  ^he  fli.^t 
path.  I'-e  was  ebserved  fer  a distanca  of  50  miles  .md  anisd  loproxi- 

^t>ly  50  nilas  south  of  Charleston,  Wsst  7lr  *lnli,  Approxlnatoly  one  hour 
eir'’-';r  fU^C3)‘the  plare  had  covered  the  sane  pi*n  c’ltbouml  from  Charlsaton,  West 

•'Ir-^lniA,  on  trick  of  1?0  de^reea  and  the  pheromer.cn  vis  not 
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3*  The  detaehaent  eanBsnder  and  detaohaent  forecaster  interviewed  the 

pilot  and  engineer  of  the  aircraft  and  also  a orew  xaeaber  fron  the  tail  section 

of  the  aircraft  in  an  effort  to  correlate  the  crew's  report  with  known  weather 

phenoaena,  Hewerer,  no  satisfaetoi7  explanations  or  conclusions  were  reached* 

The  pilot  stated  emphaticalljr  that  the  particles  were  not  lee  crystals  nor  were 

they  in  any  way  similar  to  chaff  dropped  to  dierupt  radar  observations. 

# 

4.  The  Directorate  of  Seientifie  Services,  Air  Weather  Service,  rewiewed 
the  report  and  stated  that  AWS  could  offer  no  explanation  for  the  reported 
phenomenon.  It  was  recoasendsd  that  the  matter  be  called  to  the  attention  of 
Pro.laot  Bluebook,  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center. 
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